
Sample Budget for Anna 
 

Background: Anna is a new student attending HSU coming from Sebastopol, California. Anna 
will be living on campus with 2 roommates and will be going on HSU’s Gold meal plan for her 
food budget. She has received Financial Aid and preemptively filed for grants to cover her 
tuition, dining, and housing costs. Anna also works a part-time job as a local restaurant, where 
she brings in an additional monthly income of about $720 a month For travel, Anna plans on 
purchasing a bike for inner-city travel, bus for out-of-town travel, and will be carpooling with a 
friend for non-local travel(which she will pitch in for gas for). In terms of general spending, 
Anna is fairly thrifty when it comes to spending, and prefers to be more involved in on-campus 
clubs and activities. She has no qualms about buying used materials, including books and 
clothes. The one caveat to this is $100.00 a month she sets aside for art supplies, and another 
$100.00 she sets aside to eat out with friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Anna’s Theoretical Budget: 

 



 
Results: As you can see here, Anna ended the semester with a savings of $1007.60. Before the 
semester began, Anna was able to cover her initial costs by applying for grants to rack up the 
necessary initial income. Additionally, working a part-time job allowed her to indulge in 
unnecessary expenses month-to-month. In Month 4, Anna’s bike was stolen, but the savings she 
built up allowed her to cover the costs of a new bike. This also allowed her to drop some hours 
from her job during Month 5 in order to focus on school. In order to have a semester like Anna’s 
you can refer to the Student Budget Tips page. 


